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Close Encounter

Second: Visual sightings 
plus physical effects on 
animate and inanimate 
objects.

Third: Sightings of "occupants" in and around the UFO.

First: Visual sightings
•	Hynek's	scale
•	Hynek	devised	a	six-
fold	classification	for	
UFO	sightings
•	UFO=Unidentified	fly-
ing	object

Shifting Focus
Subscribed to Shifting Focus 
by Laurie Edison impressed 
by Debbie Notkin’s photo-
graphs

Confrancisco@SF,1993
Mari Kotani interviewed Laurie Edison and Deb-
bie Notkin
Introduced their works/activities in the serial pub-
lication, Alien Bedfellows, published in Honyaku 
no Sekai (The World of Translation)
(Being) FAT IS BEAUTIFUL, (being) FAT IS 
REAL.

Interview with Laurie and Debbie@Confransisco,1993
Mari Kotani kept writing reports.
Sent a letter to Michiko Kasahara to ask questions about 
Shifting Focus

Mari Kotani 
watched  the 
panel called Fat, 
Feminism, Fan-
dom
@NoreasCon3, 
Boston (1989)

•	Japanese	feminist	scale
•	J-fem		devised	a	sixfold	
classification	for	UFO	
sightings
•	UFO=Unidentified	femi-
nism	object	
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Debbie’s Approach

WisCon20 @Madison,May 1996

The “Textual Harassment” Trial (1997-2001)

Gender Beyond Memory @Tokyo Metro Mu-
seum of Photography in 1996
Debbie Notkin & Laurie Edison’s visit to Japan
Curator was Michiko Kasahara of Tokyo Metro Mu-
seum of Photography. Exhibited 17 photographers’ 
works related to gender. The Japanese media covered 

Laurie’s 
works.

Kotani said, “I’m sorry that my English is not good 
enough.” Debbie replied, “I’m sorry that I cannot 
speak Japanese.”
Impressed by the approach that learning feminism 
abroad does not constitute the following relations: 
the US (knowledge giver) and Japan (knowledge 

receiver). On the contrary, the two countries 
can learn from each other. 

Mari Kotani’s attendance to Wiscon
Published in an SF magazine under the title 
of “Welcome to the Women’s Nation”

For more information, please refer to the Wikipedia entry of Mari Kotani, written by 
Orange Mike. 
“I learned everything I needed to do during the trial from Laurie & Debbie or WisCon” 
(Kotani)
The need to expand the feminist network
Debbie & Laurie participated in the form of letters of representation. Chapter 3 of How 
to Suppress Women’s Writing by Joanna Russ was translated into Japanese and submit-
ted to the court as a piece of evidence.

Won the lawsuit in 2001
A change in consciousness among 
SF fans?  Many SF fans and male 
supporters did not assume that was 
problem and did not even expect 
that the judge would rule in favor 
of Kotani.

G-ken member's 
photograph 
which Laurie 
took 
@Meguro
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Debbie Notkin’s return to Japan in 2000, 
Was ask a Tiptree Award in Japan.

The First Sense of Gender 
Award @Yuukon (41th National 
Convention in 2002) Nippon2007 @Yokohama, To hold a ceremo-

ny together

Launching Gender Study Group (G-
Ken) in Tokyo (2001)

Laurie Edison’s Photo Exhibition @Kyoto Seika Uni-
versity (2000)
Debbie Notkin’s return to Japan
Was asked in Tokyo about the possibility of holding 
a Tiptree Award in Japan

SEE The Sense of Gender Award !
We continue the Sense of Gender Award after 
that every year. 

In 2007, for the first time in Asia and for the first time in Japan, World-
Con was held. G-ken  hold both the Tiptree and Sense of Gender award 

ceremonies at the same time
Takayuki Tatsumi accepted a role as a judge of Tip-
tree Award
Awardee(Shelly Jackson, Catherynne M. Valente 
and  Julie Philips)were not able to come, but we had 
a DVD of the award ceremony sent to us held during 
WisCon of that year, then showed it to the audience.

The 12th Sense of Gender Award Ceremony in 
2012 in Koikon @Hiroshima (2013)

The joint Tiptree and SOG ceremony  in  
Nippon2007 @Yokohama (2007)

Initiated by Mari Kotani, Reona 
Kashiwazaki, and Lena Kudo. 
Some women that gathered to 
have Laurie take pictures
Please refer to the following 
website: http://gender-sf.org/
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Book Club

Tea Ceremony, 
Halloween,
Costume Party!

Japanase Books
Ursula K. Le Guin, The Left Hand 
in Darkness / Megumi Kobayashi, 
Uchu Seimei Zukan [The Book of 
Cosmos] / James Tiptree Jr., “The 
Women Men Don’t See” / Sheri S. 
Tepper, The Gate to Women’s Coun-
try / James P. Hogan, Voyage from Yesteryear / Marge Piercy, 
Women on the Edge of Time / Ian Watson, Orgasmachine / Rob-
ert A. Heinlein, I Will Fear No Evil, discussion led / Yoriko Sho-
no, The System Inside the Crystal / Natsuko Mori, The Unmoral 
Automaton / Masamune Sirou, Ghost in the Shell / Simon R. 
Green, The Blue Moon Rising / William Gibson, Neuromancer 
/ Celia Rees, Witch Child,  Witch Child2 / Greg Egan, Distress 
/ Carol Emshwiller, Carmen Dog / TV series Masters of Horror 
“The Screwfly Solution” Directed by Joe Dante (The Original 
Novel:James Tiptree Jr., “The Screwfly Solution” ) / N. K. Jemisin, 
The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms / Ian McDonald, Cyberabad 
Days / Lois McMaster Boujoid , Ethan of Athos
English books
Karen Joy Fowler,  The Jane Austen Book Club / Karen Joy 
Fowler  “What I Didn’t See” / Julie Phillips, James Tiptree Jr.: 
The Double Life of Alice B. Sheldon

Video Viewing by Dressing its Cos-
tume (e.g. Alice in Wonderland) 
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We Joined WisCon, Joined WoredCon!

WisCon31, Mad Scientisy Japanese Tea Party (2007)

NoreasCon4 WisCon member-Meeting(2004)

WisCon35, Donation for Tohoku Great Earthquake 
that hit Mar.11 2011. 
A special THANKS to everyone who donated 
money.All the donated money ($1222)was sent 
to Fukushima prefecture.(Jan.30,2012)

Interaction, Ian Watson with 
Maid Robots  (2005)

WisCon35, TOKON10 Report Panel (2011)

WisCon38, The 2nd ISFS Report Panel (2014)WisCon30, with Emsh&Ursula (2006)



Program of 

WisCon 31 

(2007)
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Café Scifi + tique
Mad Scientist cafe : CAFE Scifi+tique de-
signed for Otaku-girls serves as an antidote 
against maid cafe which has long fascinat-
ed Otaku-boys. At this cafe, Mad Scientists 
in white with a pair of glasses, who can’t 
communicate with ordinary women, serve 
to the visitor whatever he or she would like 
to drink, while wind-up chambermaids and 
Geishas keep supporting them. 

Nippon2007 @Yokohama (2007)

Nippon2007 @Yokohama (2007)

COMITIA84 @Tokyo (2008)

Nippon2007 @Yokohama (2007) TOKON10 @Tokyo (2010)

COMITIA84 @Tokyo (2008)
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We organized 49th National Science Fiction 
Convention in Japan Tokon10 (2010 @Tokyo)

Official Record
•	 Aug.	7	&	8,	2010
•	 At	Tower	Hall	Funahori	(venue),	
	Edogawa-ward,	Funahori	
•	 Total	number	of	attendees	1149
•	 Total	number	of	guests	 270
•	 Number	of	plans	 168
•	 Program	participants		 348
•	 Details:http://tokon10.net/

The Convention Theme: The Adventure of 
Cyber Goldfish
Rationale: because the 
venue was a public facility 
center in Edogawa-ward 
(Tokyo), which is well-
known for producing fine 
goldfish
Goldfish is an artificial 
creature that cannot live 
in a natural environment. 
Therefore, femininity as a cyborg is implied. 
Cyber Goldfish compares to cyborg feminists 
who live in the world of virtual reality.  

TOKON is a Japanese national convention. 
At TOKON10, for the first time, the Chair, 
Manami Tachibana (Madame Robot), and 
many of the committee were women. Many 
of the women involved are regular WisCon 
attendees, and feel that their participation 

here had a signifi-
cant effect. Come 
hear them discuss-
TOKON and their 
involvement.

The founder and core members



How We Japanese Feminist Fans Conquered 
the Science Fiction Convention 
How We Japanese Feminist Fans Conquered 
the Science Fiction Convention 

TOKON is a Japanese national convention. At TOKON 
10, for the first time, the Chair, Manami Tachibana 
(Madame Robot), and many of the committee were 
women. Many of the women involved are regular 
WisCon attendees, and feel that their participation here 
had a significant effect. Come hear them discuss 
TOKON and their involvement.

Panelists : Mari Kotani. Kazumi Fukushima, Minami Ishigami, 
Madam Robot, Min Onouchi, Noruma Oyama

Location Conference 3
Schedule Fri, 9:00-10:15 pm http://tokon10.net/ http://gender-sf.org/

ニ ィ マ ル イ チ マ ル ト コ ン イ チ マ ルニ ィ マ ル イ チ マ ル ト コ ン イ チ マ ル

Executive Committee:
Tachibana, Manami 
(aka. Madame Robot) 

the founder + core members

Accountant:
Kazumi 
(aka. Geisha Robot)　

Planning:
Ishigami, Minami

Sub-Chief Planning:
Oyama, Norma 
(Chief Executive)

Chief Publicity:
Kotani, Mari

Sub-chief Publicity
Onouchi, Min

Program of 

WisCon 34 

(2011)
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The Japanese Association for Gender Fantasy & Science 
Fiction (Gender Study Group or G-ken) holds a panel on the 
yaoi called “Yao-pane” at the Annual Japan SF Convention. 
This panel has gained popularity from the attendees. G-ken 
has been hoping to have another yaoi event for those who 
cannot afford to come the SF Convention. 
“Yaoi-Con” is an event and an accessible space for all the 
female yaoi fans. Stay tuned for upcoming events!  

*Our ”Yaoi-Con” is a “different” organization from the Yao-
iCon in the U.S. We are hoping for future collaboration with 
them, but at this point we are unable to answer questions 
regarding the YaoiCon in the U.S. Thank you. 

The Sense of Gender Books Vol.1-4. 
The Comments Book of The Sense of Gender Award in every year. 

Dojinshi (Fanzine) The Yaoi Con 

The Comments Book of The Sense 
of Gender AwardVol.4 The Age of Sisterhood (2014)

Vol.1 The Tipteer Award 
Senki (2007)

Vol.2 The Sense of Gender 
Comic Special (2009)

Vol.3 Pat Mutphy, The 
Eradication of Romantic 
Love / Rachel in Love(2013)


